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  Itõs that time of year again. The staff and families of Lighthouse have been busy seeking scholarships for the chil-
dren to attend this years summer camps. It is definitely a God-sized task! Through visits to local churches, letters 
to supporters, fund-raising dinners, etc. we pray that God will send the funds. Not that we wait for the moneyé 
We never have the money ahead of time to hold summer camp! We simply sign up the children, order the food, 
hire the summer staff and trust God for the rest! 
  The $120 to sponsor a child goes directly toward the costs associated with summer camp. It does not include any 
of the camps normal operating expenses or salaries. Purchases of food and drinks, propane for cooking, Bibles for 
the children, chemicals for the pools, fuel for the boats, mowers, buses and more amount to huge expenses. The 
additional cost of water and electricity for close to 200 people per week for the camp season also is tremendous. 
  We have never received the amount of sponsorships needed for all of the children who come. It has only been 
through special gifts that God has sent that we have been able to cover the costs. We pray that you have consid-
ered what part God will have you play in this huge undertaking. For some it is difficult to sponsor even one child. 
For others sponsoring ten or even twenty is within their means. Whatever the number, we need your help! 



 

   

 

From My Hearté 
     As we prepare this newsletter to send to the printer, there is great excitement in the air with 
anticipation of our summer staff arriving for training on May 24th and camp beginning on May 
30th.. Once again, God has moved in miraculous ways to lay His hand on the young ladies and 
men He has called to serve here this summer!! 
  With construction of the new staff house and the transition apartments for the Ranch Chil-
dren, an additional home was made available here on the camp property for a full-time camp 

director and his family. After a diligent search, over 120 applicants, and many interviews through the winter, God 
called Matt and Julie Kocher and their children Meghan and Troy to full-time ministry here. Matt and Julie will be 
directing camp #1 and Michael Kilgore will direct camp #2. This is a highly talented, hard working couple that are 
a joy to be around. Matt has years of experience in construction and also has a BA Degree in Biblical Studies. Julie 
also has a degree in Accounting and will be assisting part-time in administrative duties in the office. 

Mr. John M. Rankin Jr. had to resign his position as Lighthouse Christian Camp 
Corporate Secretary, attorney and board member for health reasons. John has served 
faithfully for many years, not only in an official capacity, but also as a counselor and 
in other service projects. John will be greatly missed for his advice and counsel, his 
spiritual leadership, and wonderful example of highest degree of character, honesty, 
integrity, and personal friendship. 

John and his wife JoAnn were honored on March 7th at a banquet, in Nashville, 
where they were presented plaques and certificates of appreciation for their years of 
service.  

We invite all of you to come and visit during this summer camp season and ob-
serve what God is doing in the lives of hundreds of children in need. 

 
In Christ!! 
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  From the initial building of the dining hall we have dreamed of 
having Bible verses and other slide shows projecting on the 
walls for the children as they come in to eat. With the recent 
addition of a large flat-screen TV that dream has become a real-
ity. Another TV was added in the dining hall meeting room for 
use during in-door chapels. 
  We also recently received new and upgraded sound systems 

thanks to a supporterõs generous donation of equipment and 

labor. The new equipment includes powered mixers, micro-

phones and stands, monitor speakers, cabling, outdoor speakers 

for the dining hall porch and more.  The systems have been in-

stalled in the dining hall, meeting room, Gym and camp #2 

chapel. 

  We welcome Matt Kocher as the new di-

rector of Camp #1. Matt and his wife Julie 

along with 11 year old daughter Meghan and 

5 year old son Troy recently moved from 

North Carolina to join us in full-time minis-

try here. This hard-working family has al-

ready proven to be a great addition to our 

staff and family. 

New  
Director 

and  
Family at 
Camp #1 

John & JoAnn Rankin honored 



 

WHAT IS SO SCARY ABOUT THE 
WORDé.  

COUNSELOR! 
 

  òWould you consider coming for a week as a counselor this summeró? Many of you have been asked this same question in 
recent weeks. Men, women and children have been so faithful over the years to come and serve in performing new 
construction , maintenance, Christmas party volunteers and more. Many of these same men and women (especially 
the men) are petrified when we ask that dreaded questioné òWill you come and serve as a counseloró? This is usually 
followed by a nervous question of òwhat do you mean like in a cabin, with kids?ó to which we reply, òYesó. To which 
they usually reply òBut Iõm not trained to be a counselor!ó 
  According to Webster's dictionary a counselor is defined as a person who gives advice or has supervisory duties 

at camp. Our definition for counselor at Lighthouse is a person who gives advice according to the Word of God, is 

a good listener, and demonstrates through their own life that they love the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  Truly our need is for Christian men and women who love Jesus and who want children to come to know and 

love Him as well. NO SPECIAL TRAINING IS NEEDED! If youõve not considered serving, we pray you will. 

Women are needed for one-week commitments beginning May 30th throughout the month of June. Men are 

needed beginning July 4th and continuing for a week at a time through July 22nd. For more information call the 

camp office at (615) 597-1264. 
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Our feature picture for our January 2011 Calendar & Ministry Guide contains a 

photo of a wonderful new play structure at camp #2. Many people had a part in 

the project beginning with First Baptist Church of Kingston TN. Several men 

from the congregation made the hundred plus mile journey to the camp (more 

than once) to build the base structures. Later a dedicated group of workers 

from Wisconsin came. They made some great additions of swinging bridges, 

monkey bars, swings and more. We are excited at the great joy this new addition 

will undoubtedly bring to the children who come this summer. 

First Baptist Church Kingston, TN 


